A Summary of Events in the Sudan from 1819-1899
Egypt formally abandoned the Somali coast in May,
and in June a British mission arranged with the Negus of
Abyssinia that, in return for the cession by Egypt of
Bogos and Keren, he should assist in the evacuation of
Kassala, Amadib and other garrisons.
By August the country was almost entirely in the
hands of the Dervishes, though Gordon was still holding
his own at Khartoum and the British .Government had
at last made up its mind to send an expedition under
Lord Wolseley to render him assistance.
In September Colonel Stewart, sent by Gordon to meet
the relief expedition, was murdered and the investment of
Khartoum became complete and absolute. About the
same time Great Britain took over Berbera and Zeila,
Bogos was handed over to the Abyssinians and Harrar
was evacuated.
By the 5th October Lord Wolseley had reached Wadi
Haifa and by December the river and the desert columns
were both advancing towards Khartoum. The latter won
an important victory at Abu Klea in January, 1885, and
pushed on to the river.
But it was too late. On the 26th January, 1885,
Khartoum was stormed by the Dervishes, and Charles
Gordon's life of unselfish devotion was ended by a spear-
thrust.
The next phase was one of retirement. The troops sent
to relieve Gordon returned to Dongola ; Gallabat and
certain other eastern garrisons were relieved by the
instrumentality of the Negus, and the troops and civil
population brought safely down to Massawa ; Massawa
itself was occupied about the same time by the Italians
and its Egyptian garrisons withdrawn ; Emin. retired to
Wadelau
It was at first decided not only to hold Dongola, but to
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